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Background features

Landscape snow drawing

Creating more
distance in
the image

Extending the interest in the drawing can happen in many
ways, in this part of the tutorial I want to create more
conjestion in the middle ground and background space.
You can see in fig.1, working in the top left quadrant,
how I start to draw more of the tree shapes with my sharp
graphite pencil.
The initial point to reinforce is that these new trees are
placed in the wonderful “negative spaces”created by the
foreground tree shapes, and as before, the sharp pencil
quite easily scratches through the initial layer of oil pastel.

fig. 2
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fig. 1

The other very important point to mention is the location
of the base of the tree. You can see in fig.2 how I have
clearly established the base in between the mid line of the
sheet and the horizon line. This is actually quite a small
area of paper to work in, but the correct positioning is
essential to successfully create the illusion of space along
the bank of the stream.
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You will notice in fig.3 and fig.4 that the second tree
that I add in the next negative space is drawn slightly
higher on the sheet and, as such,
appears to be further away from my viewing position.

fig. 3

The key point to remember; the closer the base of the
tree is to the mid line, the nearer the tree will apppear.
Can you see how the same visual rule applies to the
foreground trees and their proximity to the base of the
sheet?

fig. 4

As the number of trees increases you can see how the
density of the foliage in the upper half of the sheet
starts to look more realistic. I stress the fact that I am
using a sharp pencil, constantly rotating my wrist and
twisting my finger grip to create this “organic”
looking mark (fig.5) This canopy of branches feeds
down into the repeated vertical movements of the
tree trunks, and I return to the graphite stick to
establish this more dominant mark over the top of the
oil pastel.

fig. 5
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